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Arabs NS AT TG LATK WA FICS 15407 Brgd IR, As a

disciplinary measure this congrational prayer rmust have

had great value for the proud indivisualistic sons of the

desert. It developed in them the sense of social equality

and the consciousness of solidarity. It promoted that

brotherhood of community of believers which the religion

of Mohammad had theoretically Substituted for blood ,
relationship. The prayer ground thus became the first drill

ground of Islam.
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Mohammad had created a religion which had none of the
features of the ancient cults, no priesthood, and no
ceremonial, which was based on no form, but upon a
spiritual relationship to, an unseen God. It was not
designed to give prestige to a special group but to creat a
universal brotherhood composed of all men of every race

who would accept this God and promise loyalty to his
prophet.

The vast difficulty of creating any sense of unity of
solidarity in such a group is apparent. All historians
declare that the amazing success of Islam in dominating
the world lay in the estounding coherence or sense of
unity in the-group. But they do not explain how this
miracle was worked. There can be little doubt that one of
the most effective means was prayer. The five daily prayers
when all the faithful, wherever they were, alone in the
grim solitude of the desert or in vast assemblies in
crowded city knelt or prostated themvelves towards Mecca,
uttering the same words of adoration for the one true God
and of loyalty to His prophet, produce an overwhelming
effect even upon the spectators, and the psychological
effect of thus fusing the minds of the worshippers in a
common adoration and expression of loyalty is certainly
stupendous. Mohammad was the first one to see the
tremendous power of public prayer as a unification
culture and there can be little doubt that the power of
Islam is due to a large measure to the obedience of the
faithful to this inviolable rule of the five prayers.
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